
Why   take   the   SAT/ACT?  
 
With   the   recent   announcements   by   the   University   of   California   system   and   from   the   headlines,   it   may  
seem   difficult   to   discern   whether   or   not   you   should   take   the   SAT   and/or   ACT.    The   exams   are    still  
important   factors    in   your   admissions   processes.    Here,   we   have   compiled   information   from   the   UC’s  
5-year   plan,   the   CSU   freshman   admissions   guide,   and   from   other   popular   universities   that   many   of   our  
local   students   attend.   
 
Here   is   some   important   information   to   consider:  
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
From   the    UC   Regents ,   May   21,   2020:   ( https://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/regmeet/may20/b4.pdf )  
 
1.   The   University   of   California   will   suspend   the   current   standardized   test   (ACT/SAT)   requirement   for  
undergraduate   admissions   until   2024.   

a.   For   fall   2021   and   2022   applicants,    campuses   will   have    the   option   to   use    ACT/SAT   test  
scores   in   selection   consideration   if   students   choose   to   submit   them .  
 
b.   Beginning   with   fall   2023   applicants   and   ending   with   fall   2024   applicants,   campuses   will   not  
consider   test   scores   for   admissions   selection   at   all,   and   will   practice   test-blind   admissions  
selection.   This   recommendation   applies   to   students   enrolled   in   California   public   and   independent  
high   schools.   
 
c.    During   the   full   period   of   suspension,   from   2021-2024,   students   will   have   the   option   to  
submit   an   ACT/SAT   score   for   use   in   calculating   eligibility   for   the   UC   statewide   admissions  
guarantee,   and    for   use   in   scholarship   consideration   and   post-enrollment   course  
placement .   
 
d.   The   University   of   California   will   eliminate   altogether   the   SAT   Essay/ACT   Writing   Test   as   a  
requirement   for   UC   undergraduate   admissions,   and   these   scores   will   not   be   used   at   all   effective  
for   fall   2021   admissions.  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
From   the    California   State   University    “Freshman:   Testing   Requirements”  
( https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/getting_into_the_csu/pages/testing-requirements.aspx )  

GRADES   IN   “A-G”   COURSES   AND   TEST   SCORES  

The   grades   you   earn   in   high   school   are   the   most   important   factor   in   CSU   admission   decisions.   Your   high  
school   grade   point   average   is   calculated   using   your   grades   in   all   your   college   prep   "a-g"   classes  
completed   after   the   9th   grade.  

Test   scores   are   required   unless   you   have   a   grade   point   average   (GPA)   above   3.00   and   are   a   resident   of  
California.   The   CSU   uses   a   calculation   called   an    Eligibility   Index    that   combines   your   high   school   grade  
point   average   with   the   score   you   earn   on   either   the   SAT   or   ACT   tests.  

Even   if   you   have   a   GPA   above   3.00,    it   is   useful   to   take   either   an   SAT   or   ACT   as   the   score   may  
indicate   if   you   do   not   need   to   take   English   and   math   placement   tests   after   you   are   admitted   and  
before   you   enroll   at   the   CSU.    The    Eligibility   Index   for   out-of-state   students    is   higher   and   admission  
requirements   for   international   students   are   somewhat   different.  

SAT/ACT   test   scores   aren’t   required   to   establish   the   admission   eligibility   of   California   residents   with   a  
high   school   grade   point   average   (GPA)   of   3.00   or   above   (nonresidents   must   have   a   GPA   of   3.61   or  
above).    But   be   aware   that   impacted   campuses   and   impacted   first-time   freshmen   enrollment  
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categories   often   include   test   scores   among   the   supplemental   criteria    required   by   all   applicants   to  
those   campuses   and   enrollment   categories .  

If   you   have   your   high   school   GPA   and   the   results   of   your   SAT   or   ACT   test,   then   you   can   calculate   your  
Eligibility   Index.   From   there   you   can   quickly   see   whether   you   meet   the   minimum   admission   standards.  
Remember,   some   campuses   have   higher   standards   for   particular   majors   or   for   students   who   live  
outside   the   local   campus   area.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
From   the    University   of   Nevada,   Reno ,   accessed   May   27,   2020  
( https://www.unr.edu/admissions/undergraduate/freshman/requirements )  
 
Standardized   test   scores  
Standardized   test   scores   are   required   for   admission   to   the   University   of   Nevada,   Reno.    The  
University   accepts   the   ACT   and   SAT   scores.   At   this   time,   the   University   does   not   require   the   optional   SAT  
essay   or   ACT   writing   component.  

Standardized   test   scores   are   used   for   class   placement   in   first-year   courses   and   for   new   freshman  
scholarship   consideration   (if   eligible).  

If   you   are   a   first-time,   new   freshman   who   does   not   meet   the   minimum   3.0   core   academic   GPA  
requirement,    you   must   have   the   equivalent   of   the   SAT   combined   score   of   1120   or   an   ACT  
composite   score   of   22   to   be   considered   for   admission .   In   addition,   you   must   complete   (or   be  
in-progress   with)   13   core   courses   requirements   in   English,   mathematics,   social   studies   and   natural  
sciences   to   be   considered.  

Have   the   testing   agency   submit   your   official   ACT   or   SAT   scores   directly   to   the   University   to   complete   your  
application   for   admission.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

From    Boise   State   University ,   accessed   May   27,   2020  
( https://www.boisestate.edu/admissions/apply/nonresident/ )  

Will   You   Be   Admitted?  

High   school   graduates   under   the   age   of   21   will   be   considered   for   admission   using   their   combined   high  
school   unweighted   cumulative   grade   point   average   (GPA)   and   ACT   composite   or   SAT   scores.  

As   a   nonresident   of   Idaho,   the   Boise   State   Admissions   Index   is   used   to   evaluate   your   admissibility   to  
Boise   State   based   on   a   combination   of   your   high   school   GPA    and   ACT   or   SAT   scores .   High   school  
graduates   under   the   age   of   21   (prior   to   the   first   day   of   the   semester   you   want   to   attend   Boise   State)   will  
be   considered   for   admission   according   to   Boise   State’s   Admission   Index   and   can   use   the   calculator   to  
learn   about   eligibility.   Since   the   admissions   calculator   is   based   upon   self-reported   information,   your  
admissions   status   is   contingent   upon   receipt   of   your   official   admission   materials.    The   final   admission  
determination   will   be   based   upon   your   cumulative,   unweighted   GPA   as   calculated   by   the  
University   from   official   high   school   transcripts,    and   your   official   ACT   or   SAT   test   results .    Possible  
candidates   may   submit   recommendations   and   a   personal   statement   for   a   more   comprehensive   review.  
The   results   of   the   admission   calculator   do   not   represent   a   binding   University   admission   offer.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Chapman   University    accessed   May   27,   2020  
( https://www.chapman.edu/admission/undergraduate/how-to-apply/test-optional.aspx )  

Who   Should   Submit   Test   Scores  
If   you   believe   your   score   positively   reflects   your   ability   and   potential,   submit   them   with   your  
application .   

Keep   in   mind,   we   “superscore”   SAT   scores.   If   you   have   taken   the   SAT   more   than   once,   we   will   use   the  
highest   scores   achieved   in   each   section.   Chapman   will   use   the   highest   composite   score   on   the   ACT.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Stanford   University    accessed   May   27,   2020   ( https://admission.stanford.edu/apply/freshman/index.html )  

Required   Application   Components  

Coalition   Application     or    Common   Application   

$90   nonrefundable   application   fee    or     fee   waiver   request   

ACT   or   SAT   (Writing/Essay   not   required)   (refer   to    testing    for   score   reporting  

policies)  

School   Report   and   counselor   letter   of   recommendation  

Official   transcript(s)  

Letters   of   recommendation   from   two   teachers  

Midyear   transcript   (by   February   15)  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

WUE   information  

University   of   Nevada,   Reno     accessed   5/29,   2020   ( https://www.unr.edu/financial-aid/wue )  

Academic   qualifications  

You    must    meet   one   of   the   following   qualifications:  

● 3.25   unweighted   cumulative   grade   point   average   (GPA)  

● 24   ACT   Composite   (must   come   from   a   single   test   administration)  

● 1160   SAT   (must   come   from   a   single   test   administration)  

https://www.chapman.edu/admission/undergraduate/how-to-apply/test-optional.aspx
https://admission.stanford.edu/apply/freshman/index.html
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/
https://admission.stanford.edu/apply/freshman/fee.html
https://admission.stanford.edu/apply/freshman/testing.html
https://www.unr.edu/financial-aid/wue


Colorado   State   University    accessed   May   29,   2020  

( https://financialaid.colostate.edu/scholarships-for-entering-non-resident-freshman/ )  

Eligibility   criteria  

To   be   considered   for   the   WUE   award   first-time   non-resident   freshmen    must:  

● Be   seeking   a   degree   through   Colorado   State   University’s   main   campus   (not   CSU   Online)  
● Meet   the   stated   criteria   below   and   be   a   resident   of   a   WUE   eligible   state  
● Submit   a   complete   application   for   admission   by   the   priority   date   of   February   1.   WUE   will   continue  

to   be   awarded   on   an   on-going   basis   until   August   1st   provided   funds   remain   available   (WUE   is   not  
awarded   to   students   starting   in   the   summer   terms).  

● Students   cannot   receive   the   WUE   award   with   the   Presidential,   Provost’s,   Dean’s   or   Academic  
Recognition   Scholarships,   nor   the   Native   American   Legacy   Award,   GI   Promise,   HB   15-1294   GI  
Benefits   or   Yellow   Ribbon   programs.  

GPA   (4.0   Scale)   AND  ACT   or   SAT   

4.0+  24  1180  

3.90   -   3.99  25  1210  

3.80   -   3.89  26  1240  

3.60   -   3.79  27  1280  

3.50   -   3.59  28  1310  

3.40   -   3.49  29  1340  

3.30   -   3.39  30  1370  

3.20   -   3.29  31  1400  

3.10   -   3.19  32  1430  

3.00   -   3.09  33  1460  

ACT   &   SAT   scores   do   not   consider   written   sections;   super   scoring   may   be   used   on   ACT   &   SAT   combined  
scores.  
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Boise   State   University    accessed   May   29,   2020  

( https://www.boisestate.edu/scholarships/scholarships/incoming-nonresident-student/ )  

GEM,   WUE,   and   Treasure   Scholarship   information   and   details:  

To   be   considered   for   the   following   scholarships   all   admission   materials   must   be   received   by   the   date  
listed   below   and    all   criteria   must   be   met .   Admission   materials   include   the   completed   admissions  
application,   transcript(s),   and   test   scores.  

Scholarship   recipients   will   be   notified   through   BroncoMail   and   the   award   can   be   viewed   in   Student  
Center.  

Fall   admits   that   met   the   December   15th   deadline   and   met   all   criteria   will   be   notified   by   the   end   of  
December.  
 
Spring   admits   that   met   the   October   1st   deadline   and   met   all   criteria   will   be   notified   by   the   end   of  
November.  

Scholarsh 
ip   Name  

Required   Cumulative   Unweighted  
High   School   GPA  

Required  
Test  
Score  

Value  Length   of  
Program  

Fall  
Deadli 
ne  

Spring  
Deadli 
ne  

Gem  
Scholarship  

3.90-4.0  ACT   26+   or  
SAT   1230+  

$15,00 
0   per  
year  

4   years   (8  
semesters)  

Decemb 
er   15  

October  
1  

WUE  
Scholarshi 
p  

3.20-4.0  ACT   21+   or  
SAT   1060+  

$12,88 
6   per  
year  

4   years   (8  
semesters 
)  

Decem 
ber   15  

Octobe 
r   1  

Treasure  
Scholarship  

3.0-4.0  ACT   19+   or  
SAT   990+  

$7,000  
per  
year  

4   years   (8  
semesters)  

Decemb 
er   15  

October  
1  
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